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DEAR  SANTA  .  .  . 

We  know  you’ll  be  busy  delivering  toys  to 
children  this  year,  but  if  you  have  time,  perhaps 
you  could  bring  a  few  gifts  to  librarians. 

For  one  thing,  we  would  like  a  magic  potion 
with  which  to  change  human  nature.  If  we  could 
bring  new  insight  to  our  patrons,  our  "clippers* 
would  not  extract  articles  from  journals  to  save 
copying;  they  would  realize  that  others  might 
like  to  see  the  same  article  and,  moreover,  that 
the  issue  will  be  bound  eventually  and  should 
not  be  defaced.  The  "doodlers*  would  also  know 
about  binding  and  control  themselves,  especially 
with  pen  in  hand.  Then,  hopefully,  the  "snitchers* 
would  sign  out  even  small  items  that  would  be 
easy  to  take  out  undetected.  They  would  have  a 
new  understanding  of  the  staff’s  desire  to  know 
where  library  materials  are  when  they  are  needed. 
"Switchers*  too  would  reform  and  not  transfer 
things  to  others  without  due  notice  to  the  li¬ 
brary.  "Hoarders"  might  gain  a  new  concern  for 
those  at  the  end  of  the  circulation  list  who  are 
waiting  to  see  the  journal  while  it  is  still  com¬ 
paratively  current.  The  "demanders"  would  rea¬ 
lize  what  the  library  is  trying  to  accomplish 
with  too  small  a  staff  and  too  few  hours  a  day. 
They  would  request  specific  information  cover¬ 
ing  the  narrowest  time  span  possible — prefer¬ 
ably  that  covered  by  good  indexes. 

A  change  in  human  nature  would  come  in  handy 
for  the  librarian,  too,  in  case  proposed  changes 
in  the  patrons  did  not  materialize.  Perhaps  we 
could  rise  above  the  annoyance  caused  by 
characters  mentioned  above.  We  would  repeat  to 
ourselves,  "Nothing  is  too  much  trouble!"  as  we 
smile  wistfully  over  a  stack  of  books  which 
does  not  contain  an  urgently  needed  answer. 
We  would  give  "Service  with  a  Smile"  because 
we  love  our  customers.  Never  would  we  feel 
hypocritical  because  we  give  the  service  ex¬ 
pected  of  a  librarian  while  inwardly  we  wish 
certain  unreasonable  characters  would  go  away. 
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TO  THOSE  WHO  DISCARD  BACK  ISSUES 
OF  SCI-TECH  NEWS 

From  time  to  time  we  have  requests  for  back 
issues  of  Sci'Tecb  News  from  librarians  and 
others  who  bind  them  or  maintain  a  complete 
file.  Unfortunately,  we  are  down  to  our  file  copy 
for  many  of  the  issues  of  1954  and  1955  and  the 
Spring  issue  of  1956.  When  you  have  your  next 
housecleaning,  think  of  the  files  you  might  com¬ 
plete?  Please  send  copies  to  Miss  Lois  Brock, 
editor  of  Sci-Tech  News,  The  General  Tire  & 
Rubber  Company,  Akron  9,  Ohio. 

If  you  prefer  the  more  concrete  type  of  gift, 
please  bring  either  a  boat  or  some  good  mountain¬ 
climbing  equipment.  The  plethora  of  technical 
literature  today  has  been  described  in  many 
ways,  but  none  more  frequently  than  "flood"  and 
"mountain".  So  you  see  we  need  your  help  here. 
We  could  use  an  uncanny  sense  of  the  signifi¬ 
cant,  some  extra  sense  to  help  us  winnow  all 
the  wheat  from  the  chaff.  Of  course,  if  you  should 
enable  us  to  change  human  nature,  our  work 
would  require  much  less  time  and  we  could 
tackle  this  bulky  literature  with  gusto. 

Offhand,  we  think  these  gifts  are  greatly  to  be 
desired.  However,  what  we  are  asking  might 
make  life  very  dull.  You  know  best,  dear  Santa. 
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MINUTES  OF  THE  MEETING 

of  the  Advisory  Committee 
of  the  Science- Technology  Division 
of  the  Special  Libraries  Association 
held  at  The  Princeton  Inn 
November  3,  1956 

Present: 

R.  C.  Gremling,  Chairman 
S*  )•  Bragg,  Vice  Chairman 

A.  V.  Neil,  Secretary-Treasurer 

B.  Fry,  Past  Chairman 
Lois  Brock,  Sci-Tech  News 

J.  L.  Olsen,  Jr.,  Pharmaceutical  Section 
Helen  Craig,  Archivist 

Dorothy  Forman,  representing  Leola  Michaels 
Hanna  Friedenstein,  representing  V.  Jacoby, 
Chemistry  Section 
D.  R.  Weiser,  Paper  &  Textiles 
Ral]!^  Baker,  Paper  &  Textiles 
Lorraine  Ciboch,  Division  Liaison  Officer 

Announcements  by  R.  C.  Gremling: 

The  NSF  gave  a  grant  to  the  newly  combined  SLA 
&  LC  translation  pool.  The  project  will  continue  under 
the  guidance  of  a  full-time  director.  It  is  expected 
that  the  transfer  of  LC  translations  to  John  Crerat 
will  be  effected  by  January  1957. 

The  SLA  Membership  is  at  an  all  time  high  of  5030. 
The  Handbook  of  Awards  is  published. 

The  new  division,  that  of  Documentation,  was 
voted  into  the  association. 

A  new  chapter  called  Rio  Grande  was  voted  in. 

Committee  Reports; 

The  first  item  of  business  was  the  report  of  the 
Elections  Committee.  E.  H.  Elliott,  Chairman,  re¬ 
ported  that  all  three  amendments  to  the  by-laws  were 
passed  by  a  large  majority. 

It  was  the  pleasure  of  the  meeting  that  the 
Treasurership  be  made  a  one  year  office  in  1957-58 
and  the  office  of  Secretary  be  for  two  years,  begin¬ 
ning  July  1,  1957. 
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For  purposes  of  expediency  and  ease  in  handling 
the  transition  it  was  proposed  that  the  incumbent 
Treasurer  be  nominated  as  a  candidate  for  the  office 
for  the  year  1957-58. 

S.  J.  Bragg  next  reported  on  the  convention  pro¬ 
gram  (May  26-31,  1957).  He  and  Miss  Friedenstein 
are  coordinating  the  Science -Technology  program. 
The  convention  has  no  theme  this  year.  There 
will  be  time  for  business  meetings,  the  usual 
receptions,  etc.  The  tentative  schedule  calls  for 
one  morning  to  be  devoted  to  a  Sci-Tech  Division 
meeting  with  one  speaker  provided  by  each  sec¬ 
tion  (5  in  all).  On  Friday  there  will  be  a  post¬ 
convention  meeting  at  the  MIT  auditorium  spon¬ 
sored  by  Sci-Tech. 

The  Treasurer’s  report  was  read.  As  of  November  1 
we  had  a  balance  of  $1525.27  which  is  well  over 
half  of  the  total  allotment  for  the  year  1956. 

F.  C.  Battell,  Membership  Chairman,  reported  a 
total  of  2056  in  the  Division  as  of  October  19. 

Miss  Helen  Ctaig,  Archivist,  reports  progress  in 
accumulating  information  and  would  like  to  obtain 
more  data  on  the  Communications  Committee.  Since 
she  is  trying  to  identify  people  in  old  pictures,  it 
was  suggested  that  we  run  one  in  the  Sci-Tech  News 
and  ask  Division  members  to  identify  the  people  if 
possible. 

Miss  Margaret  Rocq  reported  that  the  nominating 
committee  has  contacted  Miss  Anna  Brown  for  Chair¬ 
man  and  Mrs.  E.  F.  DeVries  for  Chairman-elect. 

Miss  Lois  Brock,  Sci-Tech  News  editor,  reported 
an  attempt  to  publish  and  mail  the  News  more  cheaply 
and  quickly.  There  is  apparently  no  better  means 
available.  The  Sections  were  reminded  to  appoint 
special  representatives  to  Sci-Tech  News.  Mr.  Grem¬ 
ling  again  requested  the  Sections  to  give  recognition 
to  the  Division  in  their  news  organs. 

Mr.  Ellis  Mount  reporting  for  the  Committee  on  the 
PB  Index  said  that  Socony-Mobil  Oil  Co.  has  already 
pr^ared  an  index  for  vols.  1 1  to  date.  We  could  use 
this  as  a  basis  for  a  new  index.  The  situation  now  is 
that  we  should  wait  to  find  out  if  the  Philadelphia 
Chapter  can  do  the  editing. 

The  duplicate  exchange  committee  under  H.  S- 
White  reported  that  it  is  still  investigating  methods. 

Mr.  Feilstra  reported  that  there  will  be  a  booth  at 
the  AAAS  meeting  in  New  York  sponsored  jointly  by 
New  York  Chapter  Sci-Tech  Division  and  SLA. 

Miss  Dorothy  Forman  reported  for  the  Union  List 
Chairman,  Miss  Leola  Michaels.  The  present  com¬ 
mittee  consists  of  R.  McDonald,  E.  C.  Pierce,  M.  K. 
Shaw  and  the  Chairman.  Little  progress  has  been 
made  since  June  and  the  work  of  checking  is  tedious. 

The  Advisory  Committee  recommends  that  we  drop 
the  present  project  and  request  Miss  Michaels  to  sub¬ 
mit  a  report  on  what  it  would  cost  in  time  and  money 
to  reconstitute  the  project.  The  Committee  should 
prepare  the  report  in  detail  to  submit  to  the  Advisory 
Committee  so  that  an  attempt  can  be  made  thereby  to 
obtain  a  grant. 

The  Scientific  Meetings  List  Chairman,  Miss  Ger¬ 
trude  Bloomer,  reported  that  only  two  sections  re¬ 
sponded  to  her  request  for  help  in  collecting  infor¬ 
mation  on  meetings.  Miss  Bloomer  feels  that  her 
committee  should  have  only  an  editorial  function. 


Miss  Ciboch  offered  to  discuss  this  project  with  the 
Association  Publications  Committee. 

Discussion  on  the  foregoing  report  indicated  a  need 
for  a  Division  Publications  Committee. 

S.  J.  Bragg  moved  that  the  present  name  of  Editing 
and  Bulletin  Committee  be  changed  to  Publications 
Committee.  The  motion  was  carried.  Such  a  commit¬ 
tee  would  handle  all  phases  of  any  publication  that 
Sci-Tech  Division  might  sponsor.  The  Interim  Chair¬ 
man  will  be  Miss  Lois  Brock. 

The  Paper  and  Textiles  Section  Chairman,  D.  R. 
Weiser,  gave  the  next  report.  This  Section  has  more 
than  doubled  its  membership  in  1-1/2  years. 

A  Committee  in  the  Section  is  attempting  to  get  all 
paper  and  textile  journals  on  microcards. 

WITH  THE  SECTIONS 

Pharmaceutical 

Charlotte  Studer  of  Miles  Laboratories  is  the 
new  editor  of  COPNIP. 

The  Committee  on  Sources  of  Drug  Information 
has  scored  a  hit!  The  American  Journal  of  Phar¬ 
macy  will  accept  the  first  fruits  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee’s  work.  Chairman  Anne  McCann  of  Squibb 
and  Betty  Johnson  of  Philadelphia  College  of 
Pharmacy  are  preparing  the  first  installment 
which  is  expected  to  appear  by  the  end  of  the 
year. 

After  doing  a  splendid  job  as  Section  treasurer 
and  manager  of  Unlisted  Drugs,  Frances  Stratton 
of  Lederle  has  relinquished  the  work  to  Wilma 
Kujawski  of  Distillation  Products.  The  Section 
appreciates  several  recommendations  Frances 
made  regarding  the  operation  of  Section  business 
affairs. 

A  poll  of  the  Section  regarding  program  for 
the  1957  convention  reveals  five  topics  for  pos¬ 
sible  consideration: 

1.  Management  cost  trends  in  information 
searching 

2.  Experimental  cost  as  compared  with  library 
searching  cost 

3.  Techniques  which  supply  information  to 
the  boss 

4.  Special  loans  for  special  libraries 

5.  Reproduction  of  literary  property. 

COMMITTEE  PROGRESS 

The  Scientific  Meetings  List  Committee  hope 
to  give  this  project  enough  study  for  a  strong 
start  next  Spring.  Meanwhile  their  progress  has 
been  "thoroughly  crushed  under  the  load  of  such 
unanswered  questions  as:  How  is  the  list  to  be 
reproduced?  What  market,  existing  or  potential, 
is  there?  What  advertising  is  planned?  How  are 


current  expenses  to  be  met?”  The  main  problem 
is  working  out  a  procedure  for  obtaining  the 
meeting  information. 

If  the  list  is  to  cover  meetings  of  interest  to 
Sci-Tech  Division,  it  is  logical  that  each  sec¬ 
tion  be  represented  on  the  editorial  committee 
both  for  suggesting  publications  to  scan  and  for 
the  actual  coverage.  Ideas  and  offers  of  help 
will  be  welcomed  by  Gertrude  Bloomer,  Librarian 
of  the  Wm.  S.  Merrell  Company,  Cincinnati  13, 
Ohio. 

* 

The  Duplicate  Exchange  Committee  also  finds 
itself  in  the  position  of  needing  an  exchange  of 
opinions  on  various  aspects  of  this  proposed 
effort.  For  example,  is  this  program  feasible?  Is 
it  desirable  on  a  divisional  level  or  on  a  sec¬ 
tional  level?  Have  members  had  experience  with 
duplicate  exchange  programs  which  could  guide 
the  Sci-Tech  committee?  What  should  be  stressed 
particularly  as  this  program  takes  shape? 

Herbert  S.  White,  Librarian,  Chance  Vought 
Aircraft,  Inc.,  Dallas,  Texas,  is  chairman  of  this 
newly  formed  committee  and  would  like  to  hear 
from  members  of  the  Division  regarding  topics 
mentioned  above. 

GADGETS  AND  SHORTCUTS 

The  illustration  below  shows  an  adaptation 
of  the  temporary  binders  which  ordinarily  ac¬ 
commodate  saddle-stitched  material.  By  looping 
string  around  the  wires  on  either  end  and  tying 
as  indicated,  the  binder  can  be  used  for  such 
items  as  the  monthly  supplements  of  Industrial 
Arts  Index. 


This  has  been  worked  out  at  the  Hanford  Plant 
of  General  Electric  where  Bernard  B.  Lane  is 
librarian. 
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SELECTED  ABSTRACTS 

ABSTRACTING  AND  INDEXING 

Evaluation  of  library  techniques  for  the  control 
of  research  materials.  I.  A.  Warheit.  Amer.  Doc. 
7(4):  267-275  Oct.  1956 

The  applicability  of  several  new  indexing  systems 
(punched  cards.  Batten  system,  Coordinated  Indexing) 
to  existing  library  situations  are  examined.  The  cor¬ 
rect  choice  of  a  system  depends  on  honest  analysis 
of  one’s  own  situation. 

* 

Seven  years  of  work  on  the  organization  of  mate¬ 
rials  in  the  special  library.  C.  D.  Gull.  Amer. 
Doc.  7(4): 320-329,  Oct.  1956 

The  author  discusses  his  experience  with  classi¬ 
fication,  subject  headings,  and  coordinate  indexing 
for  controllinc  information. 


BIBLIOENEMY  NO.  1 

A  public  enemy  was  missed 
On  the  FBI’s  "most  wanted”  list. 

In  libraries  he’s  cause  for  sorrow 
Vhene’er  a  book  he  needs  to  borrow. 

He  always  needs  it  pronto,  quick, 

Or  else  he’ll  faint  or  swoon,  get  sick. 

If  it’s  not  in,  it  must  come  back 
Or  else  he’ll  have  a  heart  attack. 

But  when  he’s  had  it  many  weeks 
And  someone  else  its  wisdom  seeks, 

What  does  he  say  when  someone  other 
Needs  that  book?  I’ll  tell  you,  brother. 

He  says,  "Oh  yes,  that  book,  I  know, 

I  must  have  given  it  to  Joe; 

Or  maybe  not — just  let  me  see — 

I  think  I  left  it  ’neath  a  tree; 

Or  if  you  do  not  find  it  there, 

Mayhap  it’s  propping  up  my  chair. 

Why  don’t  you  wait  a  month,  a  year? 

I’m  sure  some  day  it  will  appear.” 

Although  he’s  one  that  Hoover  missed. 

In  my  black  book  he  heads  the  list!  . 

—  S.  Sass 

Our  thanks  to  Mr.  Sass  for  this  fine  contribu¬ 
tion.  Poets,  artists,  authors  please  note:  We  are 
grateful  for  free-will  contributions  for  the  pages 
ot  Sci-Tech  Sews,  especially  when  they  brighten 
a  page  like  this  "Pome  by  Skinny  Martin*. 
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Nuclear  Science  Abstracts.  R.S.  Mayer.  M.S. 
thesis.  Univ.  Chicago,  Chi.,  Ill.,  1955. 

A  case  study  of  bibliographic  organization. 

• 

Correlation  of  chemical  and  pharmaceutical  no¬ 
menclature  in  libraries.  S.  S.  Small.  M.S.  thesis. 
Drexel  Inst.  Tech.,  Phila.,  Pa.,  1956 

• 

History  and  evaluation  of  subject  heading  ap¬ 
proach  in  medicine.  M.  J.  Wilkins.  M.S.  thesis. 
Catholic  Univ.  of  America,  Wash.,  D.C.,  1956 

A  study  of  certain  medical  indexes  published  in 
the  United  States. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Signposts:  some  selections  from  the  1955  special 
library  literature.  J.  Bird.  Aslib  Proc.  8(2): 
122-134,  May  1956 

The  review  spotlights  104  important  articles  that 
are  of  practical  value  to  the  inexperienced  librarian. 


Scientific  serials:  Characteristics  and  lists  of 
most  cited  publications  in  Mathematics,  Physics, 
Chemistry,  Geology,  Physiology,  Botany, 
Zoology,  and  Entomology.  C.  H.  Brown.  ACRL 
Monograph  No.  16.  Chicago,  Association  of  Col¬ 
lege  and  Reference  Libraries,  1956.  189  p. 

The  monograph  consists  of  studies  in  the  literature 
of  eight  sciences  with  an  attempt  to  compare  the  re¬ 
sults  of  the  count  of  citations  in  the  different  subject 
fields  and  to  arrive  at  some  general  conclusions. 


Scientific  and  technical  literature  of  theU.S.S.R. 
I.  Publications  and  publishers.  M.  Hoseh.  J. 
CHEM.  EDUC.  33(7): 397-402,  Aug.  1956 

The  periodical  publications  of  the  U.S.S.R.  pri¬ 
marily  in  chemistry  and  related  fields  are  reviewed. 


A  Russian  abstracting  service  in  the  field  of 
sciences:  Referativniji  Zhurnal.  E.  Beyerly. 
Aslib  Proc.  8(2):  135- 140,  May  1956 

Comments  on  the  scope  and  form  of  this  abstracting 
service  describe  rather  than  evaluate  it.  Brief  notes 
are  given  about  the  individual  sections. 

• 

Services  available  to  industry  in  New  Jersey. 
R.  B.  Ahrens  and  R.  K.  Bogardus.  Engineering 
Research  Bulletin  No.  38,  Bureau  of  Engineering 
Research,  College  of  Engineering,  Rutgers  Uni- 
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versity.  New  Brunswick,  June  1956.  94  p. 

A  list  of  representative  sources  of  advice  and  as* 
sistance  available  to  New  Jersey  industry  for  aid  in 
solving  industrial  problems. 


Information  for  administrators.  P.  Wasserman. 
Cornell  Univ.  Press,  1956.  375  p.  $6.00 

A  guide  to  publications  and  services  for  manage¬ 
ment  in  business  and  government  covering  such  topics 
as  legislation  and  regulation,  local  areas,  inter 
national  information;  sources  of  information  as  govern¬ 
ment,  trade  associations,  chambers  of  commerce,  re¬ 
search  organizations,  reference  books,  periodicals, 
and  newspapers,  as  well  as  sources  of  statistical 
data. 


Activities  and  publications  of  the  Bureau  of 
Mines.  E.M.  Cohn  and  H.  Perry.  J.  CHEM- 
EDUC.  33(7):331-333  July  1956 

In  this  paper,  the  activities  of  the  Bureau  of  Mines 
are  reviewed  and  the  types  and  contents  of  its  publi¬ 
cations  are  discussed. 

A  guide  to  practical  documentation  literature. 
J.  Frankel.  M.  S.  thesis.  Western  Michigan  Col¬ 
lege,  Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  1956. 

* 

Textile  information:  how  and  where  to  find  it. 
V.D.  Freedland.  ASLIB  PROC  8 (3):  177- 194 
Aug.  1956 

A  survey  of  textile  information  resources  acts  as 
a  guide  to  sources  and  techniques.  The  guide  dis¬ 
cusses  periodicals  lists,  catalogs  and  bibliographies, 
year  books  and  reviews,  directories,  standards  and 
specifications,  patents  literature,  trade  and  brand 
names,  dictionaries,  abstracts  and  indexing  services, 
reference  works. 

• 

A  contribution  towards  o  guide  to  botanical 
literature.  L.  D.  Medley.  M.S.  thesis,  Emory 
Univ.,  Georgia,  1956 

* 

Non-seriol  publications  of  pharmaceutical  manu¬ 
facturers:  Bibliography,  1940-1951.  E.W.  Arm¬ 
strong.  M.S.  thesis.  Drexel  Institute  of  Tech¬ 
nology,  Phila.,  Pa.,  1956 

BULLETIN  DES  BIBLIOTHEQUES  DE 
FRANCE.  Bibliotheque  Nationale,  58  rue  de 
Richelieu,  Paris.  3,000  Fr.  Vol.  1,  No.  1, 
January  1956.  Monthly. 

The  problems  of  library  science,  documentation, 
bibliography,  acquisition,  administration,  special 
libraries,  book  reviews  andabstracts  from  periodicals 
are  treated. 


On  page  9  of  the  Fall  issue  of  Sci-Tech  News 
a  new  publication  was  listed  as  Management’s 
Documentation  Preview.  This,  of  course,  should 
have  been  DOCUMATION.  Perhaps  if  printers 
knew  the  origin  of  the  word  they  would  be  willing 
to  leave  out  that  extra  EN.  The  cover  of  this 
new  table-of-contents  bulletin  shows  the  scope 
of  the  publication  and  the  origin  of  the  word  in 
this  design! 


DOCUMENTARY  REPRODUCTION 

The  documentation  of  applied  chemistry.  The 
future:  the  role  of  professional  and  learned  so¬ 
cieties.  R.S.Cahn.  J.  DOCUMENTATION  12(3): 
153-164  Sept.  1956 

The  principal  concern  of  the  societies  in  documen¬ 
tation  is  to  publish  journals,  reviews  and  abstracts. 
There  follows  a  discussion  of  the  economics  of  pub¬ 
lishing.  Other  ways  in  which  the  societies  may  be  of 
service  for  documentation  is  to  maintain  a  library, 
assist  in  congresses,  committees,  and  discussion 
groups,  publish  monographs,  experiment  with  new 
services  or  publications,  play  an  active  part  in  dis¬ 
cussions  of  nomenclature. 


The  documentation  of  applied  chemistry:  The 
future:  How  can  further  cooperation  take  place? 
J.  Knox.  J.  DOCUMENTATION  12(3):  165- 170 
Sept.  1956 

The  author  talks  about  the  following  aspects:  pri¬ 
mary  publications,  abstracts,  unpublished  information, 
translation,  publications  for  the  non- specialist,  co¬ 
operation  in  documentation  research;  recruiting, 
training  of  staff  to  handle  documentation  problems. 

* 

Xerography.  W.  D.  Oliphant.  RESEARCH  9(11): 
436-442  Nov.  1956 

The  fundamentals  of  the  technique  are  outlined 
and  its  applications  discussed. 


LIBRARY  ADMINISTRATION 

The  education  of  a  librarian.  R.  Irwin. 
LIBRARY  REVIEW  No.  118:381-387,  Summer 
1956. 

A  librarian  needs  in  addition  to  technical  training 
a  liberal  education  and  specialized  knowledge  of  one 
subject. 
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LITERATURE  SEARCHING 


Delegation  of  function.  E.  A.  Savage.  LIBRARY 
WORLD  57:187-190  May  1956 

An  efficient  head  is  one  who  can  delegate  properly. 
Most  of  the  routine  work  should  be  passed  on  to  the 
staff  whereas  the  long-term  planning  and  overall 
supervision  should  be  reserved  for  the  head  librarian. 


Mechanization  in  libraries.  A.  H.  Trotier,  ed. 
LIBRARY  TRENDS  5(2):  191-308  Oct.  1956 

The  entire  issue  brings  together  information  on 
the  application  of  machines  to  the  performance  of 
library  operations  and  techniques.  Contributors  to 
this  issue  are:  M.  L.  Voigt,  "The  trend  toward 
mechanization  in  libraries”;  S.  Adams,  "Library 
communication  systems”;  C.  Vitz,  'Transportation 
equipment”;  J.  C-  Hardkopf,  'Office  machines  and 
appliances”;  R.  Blasingame,  "Gadgets:  miscallanea, 
but  not  all  trivia";  H.  T.  Geer,  "Charging  machines”; 
J.M.  Dawson,  'Duplicating  machines”;  H.  W.  Ballon, 
'Photography  and  the  library”;  W.  J.  Quinly,  'Audio¬ 
visual  materials  in  the  library”;  M.  Taube,  "Machine 
retrieval  of  information*. 


A  manual  of  procedures  for  a  rubber  library. 
L.  W.  Brock.  M.S.  thesis,  Kent  State  Univ., 
Kent,  Ohio  1956 

* 

Modern  archives:  principles  and  techniques. 
T.  R.  Schellenberg.  Univ.  Chicago  Press,  1956 
S5.00 

A  comprehensive  study  for  the  archivist,  research 
librarian,  and  custodian  of  records  outlining  the  pro¬ 
cedures  for  the  adequate  management  of  records: 
classifying,  filing,  publication,  and  use. 

a 

A  study  of  the  costs  of  storing  library  materials. 
G.  Abel.  M.S.  thesis,  Univ.  Chicago,  Chi.,  Ill., 

1955 


Control  and  storage  of  a  slide-file  collection. 
B.  Davis.  M.S.  thesis.  Simmons  College, 
Boston,  Mass.,  1956 

• 

Making  an  exhibition  of  oneself.  L.T.  Oldaker. 
ASLIB  PROC.  8(3):  195-203  Aug.  1956 

The  subject  of  this  paper  is  the  display  of  an  in¬ 
formation  service  specially  arranged  for  a  special 
occasion.  It  is  addressed  to  the  staffs  of  small  to 
moderately  sized  industrial  information  services. 
The  problems  of  what  to  display,  preparing  the  show 
and  the  stand,  the  contents  of  the  stand,  the  design 
of  posters,  other  publicity,  and  the  general  adminis¬ 
tration  of  the  exhibit  are  considered. 


Matching  of  operational  languages  in  documen¬ 
tary  systems.  R.A.  Fairthorne.  Farnborough, 
England,  Royal  Aircraft  Establishment,  1956. 
Library  memorandum  No.  27.  lip. 

The  principles  underlying  the  development  and 
use  of  scripts  for  information  retrieval  by  machinery 
is  considered.  The  parameters  and  generation  of 
scripts, relations  and  discrimination  between  scripts 
and  their  application  to  machine  searching  are  out¬ 
lined. 

* 

Punched  card  primer.  B.D.  Friedman.  Chicago, 
Public  Admin.  Service,  1956.  $3.50.  77  p. 

Functions,  machines  and  techniques  of  IBM,  Rem¬ 
ington  Rand,  and  Underwood  punched  card  systems 
are  described.  This  book  can  be  a  training  manual 
for  new  employes  and  an  introduction  to  the  system 
for  the  executive  with  only  an  indirect  interest. 

* 

Punched  cards  in  the  biological  sciences.  M. 
Scheele.  Stuttgart,  Schweizerbart’sche  Vet- 
lagsbrichhandlung,  1954.  114  p. 

This  introductory  book  on  punched  cards  for 
managing  biological  research  records  covers  the 
fundamentals  of  the  Cordonnier  system,  edge-notched 
cards,  machine  sorted  cards,  coding  and  their  appli¬ 
cation  to  research,  and  documentation. 


A  multi-indexed  machine -sorted,  punch  card 
system  for  pesticide  metabolism  data.  G.C. 
Wood  and  J.D.  Welt.  J.  AGRIC.  &  FOOD  CHEM. 
4(10):886-888  Oct.  1956 

IBM  punch  card  methods  have  been  perfected  by 
the  Chemical- Biological  Coordination  Center  for  cod¬ 
ing  information  concerning  the  biochemical  trans¬ 
formations  undergone  by  pesticides  in  the  course  of 
their  metabolism.  A  code  based  upon  a  comprehensive 
classification  of  enzymes  permits  the  recording  of 
the  effects  of  pesticides  upon  these  all-important 
biochemical  catalysts.  The  information  can  be  re¬ 
trieved  by  searching  for  the  type  of  reaction,  the 
organ,  the  species,  the  names  of  the  pesticides,  and 
their  products. 


A  new  photocopying  process  for  punched  cards. 

M.  Passer.  J.  CHEM.  EDUC.  33(ll):581-583 
Nov.  1956 

A  literature  survey  is  prepared  in  the  form  of  a 
punched-card,  each  card  containing  an  abstract  photo¬ 
copied  on  to  the  card  from  CHEMICAL  ABSTRACTS. 
The  cost  advantage  of  this  process  including  labor, 
supplies  and  equipment  are  great. 


Punch  acts  up  technical  service  productivity. 

Staff.  CHEMICAL  WEEK  79(18):44,  46,  48 
Nov.  3,  1956 

Shell  Chemical  Company’s  punched  card  method  of 
handling  product  application  data  saves  the  tech¬ 
nologist  many  hours  of  file  searching. 


Data  processing  for  scientists.  K.F#  Neumann. 
SCIENCE  124:773-777.  Oct.  26,  1956 

The  paper  is  a  brief  survey  of  integrated  and  elec¬ 
tronic  data  processing  touching  on  the  origin  of  the 
concepts,  their  use  in  business,  machines  that  are 
available,  indexing  problems,  and  scientific  uses. 


A  manual  for  programming  computers  for  use 
with  a  mechanized  system  for  searching  organic 
compounds  :  A.  Opler  and  T.R.  Norton.  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  Calif.,  Dow  Chemical  Co.,  1956.  23  p. 

The  authors  explain  how  to  program  a  search  on 
1000  compounds  using  a  specially  designed  code  for 
chemical  structure,  and  with  the  aid  of  a  general- 
purpose,  stored- program  digital  computer. 


Electronic  data  processing  for  business  and  in¬ 
dustry.  R.G.  Canning.  Wiley,  1956.  332  p. 

Discusses  application  of  digital  data  processing 
devices  to  business  clerical  functions  and  answers 
such  questions  as  what  electronic  data  processing 
is,  what  it  can  do  for  a  company,  and  how  a  company 
should  go  about  investigating  it  for  use  in  its  con¬ 
cern.  Appendix  1  includes  an  article  by  R.  Tannen- 
baum  on  Overcoming  Barriers  to  the  Acceptance  of 
New  Ideas  and  Methods. 

* 

Electronic  computers  and  management  control. 

G.  Kozmetsky  and  P.  Kircher.  McGraw-Hill, 

1956.  296  p. 

Describes  fundamental  characteristics  of  elec¬ 
tronic  systems  and  basic  concepts  of  scientific 
methods  of  analysis.  Shows  how  these  developments 
will  influence  management  planning  and  control,  and 
describes  actual  applications  of  the  systems. 

SPECIAL  LIBRARIES 

AND  INFORMATION  SERVICES 

Thoughts  on  a  communication.  G.P.  Meredith. 
J.  DOCUMENTATION  12(3):  171- 182  Sept.  1956 

The  immense  amount  of  waste  in  the  world  of  com¬ 
munication  and  the  crucial  importance  of  communi¬ 
cation  in  our  national  economy  behooves  us  to  look 
to  the  conditions  to  be  fulfilled  if  we  are  to  establish 
a  workable  science  of  communication  by  examining 
the  fundamentals  of  our  job. 


Information  bulletins:  their  contents  and  func¬ 
tions.  ASLIB  PROC.  8(3):155-164  Aug.  1956 

A  symposium  describing  the  bulletins  issued  by 
four  companies.  The  PRESS  REVIEW  of  the  British 
Iron  and  Steel  Foundation  described  by  E.  Brewin  is 
a  one  sheet  daily  covering  160  British  newspapers, 
journals  and  reports,  also  over  200  foreign  periodicals. 

B.M.  Brown  of  Fisons,  Ltd.  tells  how  information 
is  disseminated  thru  the  FERTILIZER  BULLETIN 

and  the  CHEMICAL  BULLETIN  both  of  which  ap¬ 
pear  fortnightly.  The  Information  Section  comprising 
3  people  scan  and  abstract  262  journals,  requiring 
60  hours  a  week.  One  typist  sends  27  hours/  week; 
one  member  of  the  printing  room  staff  works  on  the 
bulletins  about  6^  hour/ week. 

A  brief  account  is  given  of  l.C.I.’s  information 
bulletins  by  F.  P.  Stevens. 

The  scope  of  the  weekly  NEWS  SUMMARY  of 
Courtaulds,  Ltd.  is  told  by  E.  E.  Stowell. 


Science  and  information  theory.  L.  Brillouin. 
N.  Y.,  Academic  Press,  1956 

Scientific  theory  and  its  application  to  technical 
information  problems  is  discussed  in  chapters  on 
principles  and  problems  of  coding,  information  or¬ 
ganization,  and  writing,  printing  and  reading. 

* 

A  study  of  the  problem  of  complete  documenta¬ 
tion  in  science  and  technology.  R.H.  Hopp. 
Ph.D.  thesis.  Univ.  Illinois,  Urbana,  Ill.,  1956 

« 

The  future  of  documentation  in  applied  chemistry: 
the  role  of  industry.  J.D.  Rose  and  R.E.  Fair- 
bairn.  ASLIB  PROC.  8(3):212-219  Aug.  1956 
The  pattern  of  documentation  services  available  to 
and  within  the  chemical  industry  is  briefly  outlined 
as  well  as  the  simple  requirements  of  the  user  of 
these  services.  Then  the  authors  consider  the  future 
development  of  documentation  services  in  the  chemi¬ 
cal  industry  by  examining  the  collecting  function, 
the  examining  function  and  the  distribution  or  com¬ 
munication  function. 


Atomic  info  on  tap.  H.D.  Young.  C  &  E  N  34 
(42):5076-5077  Oct.  15,  1956 

Concrete  suggestions  for  the  setting  up  of  an  in¬ 
formation  service  on  atomic  energy  are  given. 


United  Nations  technical  assistance  and  docu¬ 
mentation.  H.  Coblans.  AMER.  DOC.  7(4):289- 
293  Oct.  1956 

A  brief  description  is  given  of  the  Unesco-TA 
centers  already  operating  in  Mexico,  India,  Yugo¬ 
slavia,  Uruguay  and  Egypt. 
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Reference  service  in  the  German  IBM  company. 

I.  Sach.  f.  Dokumentation 

Sept.  1956 

The  newly  reorganized  information  service  of  IBM 
is  the  most  comprehensive  in  Europe  in  regard  to 
technical  developments  and  to  organizational  appli¬ 
cations  and  possibilities  of  punched  card  machinery 
and  the  latest  electronic  refinements. 


TECHNICAL  PROCESSES 

Survey  of  specialized  acquisition  procedures  in 
a  technical  documents  center.  C.  D.  Thibault. 
M.S.  thesis.  Catholic  Univ.  of  America,  Wash., 
D.C.,  1956 

This  thesis  is  concerned  with  a  survey  conducted 
at  the  Technical  Documents  Center,  Engineer  Re¬ 
search  &  Development  Laboratories,  Fort  Belvoir, 
Virginia,  designed  to  determine  the  contents  and 
characteristics  of  a  source  file,  and  to  inquire  into 
the  communications  system  which  charts  the  circu¬ 
lation  of  technical  reports  in  order  to  simplify  the 
accessioning  procedure  for  reports  arriving  at  ERDL. 


Toward  a  better  cataloging  code.  LIB.  QUAT. 
26(4):  25 1-366,  Oct.  1956 

Papers  delivered  at  die  21st  annual  conference. 
Graduate  Library  School,  University  of  Chicago, 
June  1956 

• 

A  divided  catalog— then  what?  P.  A.  Richmond. 
AMER.  DOC.  7(4):315-319  Oct.  1956 

The  adaptation  of  the  processes  of  machine  litera¬ 
ture  searching  to  the  subject  half  of  a  divided  catalog 
in  a  medium-sized  or  large  library  is  a  real  possi¬ 
bility  for  the  future  which  would  revolutionize  sub¬ 
ject  heading  work  and  render  the  present  inadequate 
and  cumbersome  system  obsolete. 

* 

The  classified  catalog:  basic  principles  and 
practices.  J.H.  Shera  and  M.E.  Egan,  with  a 
code  for  the  construction  and  maintenance  of 
the  classified  catalog  by  J.M.  Lynn  and  Z. 
Hilton.  Chicago,  American  Library  Associa¬ 
tion,  1956.  130  p. 

This  manual  is  the  result  of  a  major  re-examination 
of  the  classified  catalog  in  relation  to  the  collec¬ 
tions,  services,  and  clientele  of  the  John  Crerar 
Library  in  Chicago.  The  guide  discusses  the  func¬ 
tions,  characteristics,  and  the  operating  practices 
necessary  to  maintain  the  efficiency  of  a  classified 
catalog. 

• 


Filing  flags.  H.  Dewey.  WILSON  LIBRARY 
BULLETIN  30(10): 770- 771  June  1956 

Under  a  new  procedure  for  filing  catalogue  cards, 
the  filing  clerk  files  the  cards  below  the  rod  but 
leaves  a  colored  flag  in  front  of  each  card  filed.  The 
checker  follows  when  he  has  time  and  removes  the 
flags  as  he  checks  the  filing.  This  procedure  per¬ 
mits  filing  to  proceed  at  a  more  leisurely  pace  and 
avoids  damage  to  the  cards  by  shutting  drawers  with 
cards  above  the  rod. 

TECHNICAL  WRITING 

The  librarian  as  a  technical  writer  and  editor. 
K.A.  Baer.  D.C.  LIBRARIES  27(3):2-4  July 
1956 


The  origins  and  development  of  the  scientific 
and  technological  periodical  press,  1665-1790. 

D.  A.  Kronick.  Ph.D.  thesis.  Univ.  Chicago, 
Chicago,  Ill.,  1956 

Editing  and  producing  the  small  publication. 

E.  H.  Wyckoff.  Van  Nostrand,  1956.  289  p. 

The  book  serves  as  a  guide  for  the  publication  of 
a  small  paper  covering  the  details  of  printing  methods 
and  equipment,  news  gathering  and  distribution. 

(I’ll  have  to  read  this  one,  especially  if  it  tells  how 
to  gather  news!  Ed.) 


A  few  hints  on  word  usoge.  J.H.  Wilson.  J. 
CHEM.  EDUC.  33(ll):577-580,  Nov.  1956 

Discusses  style  and  word  usage  as  a  guide  for 
technical  report  writers. 


TRANSLATIONS 

The  nature  of  a  translating  machine.  A.D. 

Booth.  ENGINEERING  182(472 2): 30 2- 304  Sept. 
1956. 

Various  improvements  in  technique  which  have 
been  achieved  since  the  early  days  are  described, 
notably  those  aiming  to  serve  a  more  economic  ex¬ 
ploitation  of  the  machine's  storage  capacity  for  the 
works,  phrases  and  grammatical  constructions  that 
correspond  to  one  another  in  2  given  languages. 


MECHANICAL  TRANSLATION  3(1)  July  1956 
This  entire  issue  is  devoted  to  the  proceedings  of 
a  meeting  held  by  the  Cambridge  Language  Research 
Group  at  Kings  College,  Cambridge,  England,  on 
August  2-4,  1956 

a 
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